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Hello Parents
and Guardians
and the wider
Baldivis
Community
As I write this, the weather
is beautiful and it would
appear that Spring has finally
sprung. This means there are
a number of things that, as a school, begin to take shape.
We have been very busy processing enrolments for next
year and developing a timetable that meets the needs of
our students within the constraints of budgets. It is very
important to have enrolments completed so that students
are placed in classes ready to begin the 2017 school year.
If you have not completed an enrolment for your child to
enter Baldivis SC next year please do so. If you are aware
of friends or family that have not enrolled their child for

Coming Events

2017, I would ask that you remind them that they need to
do so quickly. Often parents make an assumption that
their Year 6 child will automatically be enrolled in the high
school. This is not the case.
If you haven’t already finalised your payments for charges
and contributions, I would ask that you look to do so
over the next few weeks. This is extremely important so
that we are able to meet our financial responsibilities in a
timely manner.
I ask that parents support their children in doing their best
as we close in on the end of the school year. There is still
much to do in completing their coursework and at this time
of year extra focus is required to ensure that each student
is giving their best so that they can be their best. It would
be helpful, from our perspective, if parents could remind
their child to ensure they are behaving appropriately in
class and engaging positively in the classroom activities.
Ensure that they are handing in their work and doing so
before the deadlines. Make sure that they are doing their

http://www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au/coming-events/

31 October to 2 November
Year 10 Outdoor Ed Camp
1 November
P&C Meeting - 6:30pm
1 November to 3 November
Year 9 Cricket Carnival
1 November
Circus Oz Workshops
4 November
Cricket Academy Test Match Excursion
7 November to 11 November
National Capital Tour
7 November to 9 November
Year 10 Outdoor Ed Camp
7 November
Year 9 Cricket Fixture
8 November
Year 10 Cricket Fixture
9 November
Senior School Information Evening
10 November
Year 8 Cricket Fixture
11 November
Year 10 Cricket Fixture
14 November to 18 November		
Year 11 Exams

14 November		
16 November		
16 & 17 November 		
17 November		
21 November to 25 November		
22 November to 25 November 		
28 November		
29 November		
29 November 		
30 November		
30 November		
30 November to 2 December		

Year 8 Cricket Fixture
Year 7 Cricket Fixture
Year 8 Immunisations
Year 8 Rugby Carnival
Year 9 & 10 Exams
Year 8 BCA Narrogin Camp
Year 10 Cricket Fixture
Year 8 Cricket Fixture
P&C Meeting – 6:30pm
Year 7 & 8 AIME Orientation
Year 10 Rugby Carnival
Cert 2 Outdoor Rec Camp

End of Year Celebrations
8 December 		
14 December 		

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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Year 11 Dinner Dance
Year 10 River Cruise
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study and their homework and handing it in. Now, more
than ever, they need to have a real focus as we get to the
end of the school year.
Later this term or early next term you will have an
opportunity to complete a survey. This survey will assist
in providing important feedback to the College. All
parents will be invited to take part in the survey and we
hope that you will take the time to complete it. Students
and staff will also be surveyed in an attempt to compile a
comprehensive data base of feedback for the College to
constructively analyse and use, to enable the College to
be the best that it can be.

Please enjoy this edition of the BSC e-newsletter and
appreciate the many diverse activities and projects that
help to make Baldivis Secondary College a unique and
distinctive College that provides wonderful learning
experiences for its students both in and out of the
classroom.
Kind regards

Keith Svendsen
Principal

Would You Like To Make
A Difference To Baldivis?
We all know that schools which have strong connections with their community
(individuals, families, businesses, churches and other organisations) are much more
likely to maximise the outcomes of its students.
These schools achieve better outcomes not just in academic results, but also in terms of positive relationships between
members of the school and then across the wider community. The schools with strong community ties will also see more
resilient students and community members who have better health and wellbeing – particularly when it comes to mental
health. We have all seen the ‘Act, Belong, Commit’ advertising which promotes mental health. It is no mistake that a link
has been made in this advertising between belonging to a community and strong mental health.
At Baldivis Secondary College, we genuinely, believe in the importance of the community being strongly involved in
the College and, in turn, for the College to be making real and meaningful contributions to its community. This positive
involvement comes in many forms and is a sign that there is a strong trusting relationship between the College and
the wider community. We know that if we all genuinely believe in the importance of positive relationships, then young
people will clearly see that this is something that is valued across the community in which they live. Parents will be giving
young people the same messages as the College, the local sporting group and potential employers. This becomes a
powerful opportunity for everyone to shape the qualities and values of the place in which they live.
There is an opportunity now for you to be involved in shaping the community of Baldivis and the role that Baldivis
Secondary College plays. A group of interested and committed parents recently formed a group who are interested
in promoting positive respectful relationships between young people both at school and in the wider community. This
group of parents is looking for ways to promote a strong, safe Baldivis community and how to lead this work both within
the College and across the wider community of Baldivis. These parents have recently met to discuss their views and
proposals with the College and to look for ways to begin to engage a wide range of community members. If you are
interested in working with your community to promote a sense of belonging in a strong and safe community, then please
contact me on paul.jones@education.wa.edu.au so that I can put you in contact with the group.
Contributed by Paul Jones | Deputy Principal

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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Bendigo Bank Competition
In Humanities and Social Sciences our Year 8 students are offered the opportunity
to take part in the Bendigo Bank Competition “How would you improve your
community?”
On 26 August, 5 groups of students competed in front of Baldivis Councillor Matthew Whitfield, Melissa Osterhage from
Stocklands and Leigh McIntosh to see who wins the $500 and who will represent our school in Term 4 to take out the
whole competition.
It was a tough decision for the judges to decide who would win. In the end Daniele Parker, Jordan Campbell and
Indigo Mincher took out the competition for Baldivis Secondary College with their idea of Raising Awareness on Racism
(R.A.O.R). They will be representing Baldivis on the 27 of October.

A huge congratulations to all the following students who participated in the event final:
Justin Alford, Jordan Campbell, Daniele Parker, Indigo Mincher, Eve Stewart, Alyssa Smogavec, Madelin Gilgen, Jasmine
Cocodis, Fakiha Mazumder, Anabelle O’Neill, Maddy Simmons, Alexandra Nash & Ebony Lowe.

Year 7 HASS Liveability Fieldtrip
As part of our Geography Curriculum, we are investigating the liveability of places.
In order to research what makes a place liveable, students of 7.10 Humanities and
Social Sciences visited Elizabeth Quay, South Perth and Rivergums to compare three
different types of places. Starting at Elizabeth Quay to question whether inner city
living is best, we walked through the new Elizabeth Quay to see what services, future
apartments and job opportunities existed. With an exciting trip across the Swan River
via the TransPerth Ferry service, we reached South Perth. By a happy coincidence,
we were right on time to see the new RAC Intellibus. An opportunity that saw us as
the first students in Australia to see it! After a casual stroll along the river to admire
the parklands and real estate, we ventured towards Windsor Park. After a long day
of walking, we ended our adventure by strolling through the area we know best –
Rivergums. Opinions were divided in the end, and so, as a class, we reached the
conclusion that all places are liveable for different reasons.
Contributed by Miss J Bidwell | HASS Teacher

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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Year 9 HASS Market
Garden Project
As part of our Geography Curriculum, we are
investigating the growing issue of food security in
Australia and our world.

Students are undertaking the ‘hands on’ challenge to plant and maintain
a working market garden. Miss Bidwell’s Year 9 Humanities and Social
Sciences class, as seen below, is planting a brand new garden near Building
6. This project allows students to practice leadership skills in teams and
learn how to work as a team for a common goal. Not to mention, the end
result of cooking up lunch with our freshly grown herbs and vegetables.
This project could not be possible without the continuing support of Mr
Hill, our Sustainability Coordinator..
Contributed by Miss J Bidwell | HASS Teacher

KIDS TEACHING KIDS

The 2016 Regional Kids ‘Teaching Kids’ Conference was another huge success, with
over 500 students participating from 37 schools across Perth.
Once again, Baldivis Secondary College had strong representation from our Year 9 students. The event was run over
two days. Day one at the City of Mandurah included an ‘Expert Panel’, including our own Jared Moseley, who recently
returned from a young sustainability leaders scholarship to the United States. The day concluded with a gala dinner,
performances from a Noongar dance troupe and a groovy dab-filled dance party.
Day two was coordinated by the young leadership team from the Baldivis Children’s Forest, including several Year 9 and
11 students from the College. The team coordinated the day with 300 students, presenting another round of engaging
workshops. Five teams from our Year 9 classes presented engaging workshops on topics related to their Geography
studies. The students shared ideas and challenged participants to make positive change in their local communities.
‘Kids Teaching Kids’ is an approach to learning that is challenging our students to go beyond simply acquiring knowledge.
They are challenged to create engaging experiences to teach concepts and inspire action. The leadership, teamwork,
communication and organisational skills students learn through the process will support their future success!

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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Year 10 HASS Sustainable
Urban Design

During Term 3 in HASS, the Year 10 students were investigating solutions to the
problems caused by urbanisation.
Their inquiry assessment required them to research innovative ways to create more
sustainable urban areas. As part of this task, they also needed to create their own
urban design within Rivergums that was sustainable and then present how their
design meets the 5 themes of Liveability, Accessibility, Sustainability, Prosperity and
Responsibility. Whilst investigating environmental change caused by urbanisation
and solutions to minimising this, the Year 10s had a variety of guest presenters who
visited the College to share their expertise. These wonderful opportunities included:
Mike Bryant from the Water Corp, who detailed how pressing the need is for water
security in the future; Priya Correia and Simone Kenyon, from MIRVAC, identified the ten contemporary trends in
urban design in Australia; Anna Ohrman, a representative from Cedar Woods, took the Year 10s on a walking tour of
Rivergums to share what they have done and are doing to be sustainable within the estate; David Beyer, an urban design
planner, provided students with real examples of what is being done to create innovative urban design within Perth
and guided them on the process of discovering how to go about the design phase. Two classes of Year 10s went to
Stocklands Shopping Centre for an excursion where they got to hear from Stocklands National Sustainability Manager,
Greg Johnson, as well as Prue Cunningham, Development Manager for WA. They both explained how Stocklands was
incorporating sustainability within their developments. The excursion also included presentations by Mural Artist Paul
Deej, about how important art is for activating spaces and creating a sense of community, as well as Robert Bahemia
from Cleanaway, who discussed recycling within Perth and the new facility that is being built. Last, but not least, was
a presentation at the College by John Houdalakis from Subthermal about Geothermal Energy and a visit by Stellar
Violets on diverse organic farming. The Year 10s have gained wonderful advice from these guest presenters and have
incorporated some of their fantastic ideas into their designs.
Contributed by Natasha Cheater | HASS Teacher

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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Year 10 Sustainable Urban
Design Program
“How will the Perth metropolitan region grow to support
a population of 3.5 million people?”
“What are the current industry trends in urban design and who is
leading the property, construction and urban design industries?”
“How can we make our suburban areas more: accessible, sustainable, liveable,
responsible, prosperous? What innovations will inspire new ways of thinking?”
These are some of the questions our talented Year 10 students explored through the Sustainable Urban Design
program, as part of their Geography studies. The program connects industry leaders, including Developers, Urban
Designers, Engineers, Energy Experts, Local Government and Sustainable Living Consultants with our students, using
current state urban planning strategies to design their own sustainable development within Rivergums. Students
participate in twelve weeks of engaging presentations, workshops and classroom activities examining how Perth will
adapt to climate change and a rapidly growing population. Program sponsors Stockland and Cedar Woods provide
engaging experiences with industry professionals. Stockland also award major prizes including I-pad minis for the
best overall design.
Contributed by Tim Hill I HASS Teacher

Student designs will be on display in Building 8 (HASS Building), as well as at Stockland Baldivis over the coming weeks.

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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National Capital Tour
Students from the College are on the countdown for the tour!
One week to go and they will be on tour of the national capital. Students will be given the opportunity to participate in
a variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy. The Australian
Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit Canberra as part of their Civics
and Citizenship education within HASS. The Australian Government is contributing funding per student under the
Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon
completion of the excursion. Students will visit a variety of places including Parliament House, the High Court, the
Australian War Memorial and Government House. It is going to be a fanHASStic week and we can’t wait!
Contributed by Natasha Cheater | HASS Teacher

THE HASS TEACHERS LOOK
HASSTASTIC READY TO CELEBRATE
HASS WEEK

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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Year 11 ATAR Earth
and Environmental
Science Field Trip
On 8 September, our 14 budding Geologists
(Miss Guest’s wishful thinking) travelled to
John Forrest National Park and Boya Quarry.
This day trip was to make up part of the students’ assessed
course work and allowed them to identify and map igneous
rocks out in the field.
We were very lucky to have Jo Watkins from Earth Science WA
with us and she was our guide in both locations. Jo was extremely
impressed with the students’ knowledge on igneous processes
and commented that, “some of them really challenged me!”
At John Forrest National Park, the students learned about
features of and around the Darling Fault – a 1000km long
structure that formed the Darling Range. Boya Quarry proved
to be a great location for identifying and mapping large magma
intrusions.
We would like to thank Gary Illich for being our wonderful bus
driver on the day. Beautiful weather and a Macca’s stop for lunch
added to a great day out.
Contributed by Emma Guest | Science Teacher

Holocaust Institute
On 9 September, a group of Year 11 ATAR History students went
to the Holocaust Institute in Yokine.
Here we listened to Vivien, as she spoke of the Holocaust and the three stages in NAZI Germany’s
persecution of the Jewish people. We then watched a documentary, further explaining the
genocide and militarism in Germany from 1933-1945. Lastly, a Holocaust survivor named Hank
spoke to us and shared his own experiences. It was an enlightening and humbling experience
as Hank detailed some of the trauma that he lived through and still feels the effect of today.
We are so grateful that Hank was willing to discuss his first hand perspective of an event that
shocked the world. It further helped our understanding of Nazism in Germany.
Contributed by Jennifer Comrie | Student

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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Women in Mining Summit 2016
The WIMWA Summit is an annual event held in Perth and, this year, I along with
two Year 11 ATAR Earth and Environmental Science students were invited to
attend. Isabella Baker and Cheayla Fryer were selected based on merit to attend
the event.
The overarching theme for this year’s event was resilience.
We heard from a number of inspirational speakers and
resource industry leaders including Rosie Batty (Australian
of the Year 2015), Leigh Sales (award-winning journalist) and
Kyra Bonney (WA Indigenous Manager).
This was a fantastic opportunity for the girls to link their
Year 11 EES course with the career to which it can lead them
and provided a great insight into the importance of mental
toughness and resilience.
Professor Bob Wood, from the Centre of Ethical Leadership,
spoke a lot about respect and resilience. One of the key
messages was that resilience is not only important in
the resources industry, but for everyone (including our
Cheayla Fryer, Miss Guest and Isabella
students!). Resilience can be learned through progressive
Baker at the Summit.
mastery. When people have feelings on inequality, it is a very
corrosive experience. He highlighted that, “If a person doesn’t feel respected, it is very hard for them to be resilient.”
As Dr Vanessa Guthrie (Managing Director and CEO for Toro Energy) said of resilience, “It’s the ability to remember
that the sun still rises every day. So…pick yourself up and continue”.
Contributed by Emma Guest | Science Teacher

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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on vet
After a lovely break, Year 11 VET students have settled back into their courses and
work placements and are moving ‘full steam ahead’ to get all their work completed
for the end of Year 11.
In Sports Coaching, students are working on the unit ‘Organise and complete daily work activities’. In this unit, the
students are required to play the role of an Instructor/Teacher, and need to organise all the paperwork associated
with conducting sporting sessions. To role play this scenario, students are conducting fitness sessions in the Gym. The
students have to complete the permission slips and set up an organisational system for all the paperwork to be stored.
Engineering Pathways students are still working on their fire pits.
They have learnt some excellent fabrication and welding skills and
some photos of the students at work have been included in this
edition of ‘Eyes on VET’.

Dylan Venn using a
power hacksaw

Jacob Bassett with his
saw horse

Sam Whitcombe using
a lathe

Students in the Construction Pathways course have almost
completed their introductory carpentry task of the Toolbox. The
model has been manufactured using a combination of materials
including radiate pine and man-made board. A variety of processes
have been utilised during construction consisting of hand, machine
and finishing techniques. Each box has been manufactured with an
inner tray and each student individualises this design component
to suit their needs. In addition, some students have been able to
further develop their skills through the extension task of the Saw
Horse. This is a great project incorporating multiple angles within
the design. There is a focus on strength and stability with this task,
ensuring it remains functional under load.

George Brown using
an angle grinder

At the end of last term, the teaching staff at the College was very
fortunate to be able to enjoy an amazing morning tea catered by
the Hospitality students. The theme was ‘International Delights’
and there was a fabulous selection of delicious food from around
the world for the staff to taste. Earlier in Term 3, the students put
on a special morning tea to thank the Admin Support staff for all
they do at the College. Currently, students are busily designing and
preparing ‘scary’ canapés to serve before the performance of the
College’s Production, which will get your scary juices flowing! Look
out for those on the night.

Panashe Mutasa
welding

Certificate II in Visual Arts (CAD) students have been working on
some interesting designs. From swimming pools and mechanical
engine parts, to clock mechanisms and a desktop tidy, as well as (of
course!) some car bling with alloy rims and performance spoilers.
CAD can bring ideas from an enquiring mind to life. At present,
students are working on a design for a competition where students
create novel and innovative designs for a desktop item to be 3D
printed. Amazing!

Toolbox

Bayley Bell - Pool

International Delights

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au

Hospitality admin
team morning tea

John Aristottle
Mondragon Asembly
Geneva Wheel
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Snapshots around the workplace…

Ashley Smith
with James, aka The Tapman

Sarah Smith
at The Sebel

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au

Emily Bourke
at Jamaica Blue
Baldivis

Jaziah Thomas bricklaying on
site with host employer Calum
Halden from Celebration Homes

Lauren Hatton
at Decadent C’s

Louise Cocodis at Pet Stock
preparing the bath for a puppy
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Snapshots around the workplace…

Shannon Currivan
at The Cheesecake
Shop Baldivis

Tamika Harvey-Webb at her
School Based Traineeship at
Hungry Jack’s

Tyra Lord at her School Based
Traineeship at McDonald’s

...to our Hospitality student, Paul Richardson, who gained a Chef’s Apprenticeship at
Lamont’s Bishop House. We wish you all the best for your future career, Paul!
Contributed by Melinda Simich | VET and WPL Manager

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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Work Readiness Days hosted
by Beacon Foundation
Some Year 7-10 students participated in the ‘Work Readiness Day’ held in the
College Library.
The Work Readiness Day is designed to improve students’ ability to make a successful transition into the workforce.
The program aims to increase students’ aspirations and motivate young people to want to stay in school by delivering
engaging career education workshops at a time when they are making crucial career-focussed decisions.
The highly interactive program focuses on practical skills and
knowledge that young people will require in the transition from
education to employment including:
• Communication
• Positive Identity
• Growth Mindset
• Personal Presentation
• Delayed Gratification			
• Grit/Resilience
• Nutritional Information
Lunch time was a networking experience for students. The skills they learnt in the morning were put into practise with
Managers from Kmart, McDonalds, KFC, City of Rockingham and City of Kwinana.
Contributed by Tracy Gschwendtner

Year 9 Illuminate Next Generation
As part of the Year 9 AVID program, the team from Illuminate
was invited to Baldivis Secondary College to engage our
students in the Next Generation Challenge.
The challenge consisted of a week-long process where students were put through their
paces to learn the basics of starting their own business. In teams, students were required
to respond to a real world problem in their community by developing a business with
a social conscience. Their concepts were then developed through producing real
world business documents, including business plans, financial forecasts, idea pitches,
and marketing collateral, as well as a number of smaller challenges along the way.
The program focused on real world life skills consisting of teamwork, working to time
deadlines and developing multiple strong communication and interpersonal skills. Our
students at Baldivis Secondary College thoroughly enjoyed the process and saw it as a
real learning curve, identifying what is required in starting a business, as well as having
an insight into what life after high school could involve.
Contributed by Shane Sharma

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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Student Leadership Team
Goal Setting Day
On day one of this term, the new student leaders joined the existing team to plan
the difference they can make in 2017.
55 student leaders from Years 7-11 spent the day off campus at Spires Life Church. Students were given some leadership
training, focussing on delegation and motivating others. It was identified that a leader cannot ask someone to do
something they are not prepared to do themselves.

After a brief inspirational message by Emmitt, from the Lego movie, the team identified the key issues within the school
from their perspective. Added to these were a couple of dream ideas and by lunchtime we had a series of goals for the
next 12 months. A common focus revolved around student attitude and communication systems. Year 10-11’s can look
out for a second handbook exchange. This idea is to help parents cover the costs of expensive books as students enter
Year 11 and 12. Stay tuned for more info.
After lunch, the team developed their teamwork skills and got to know each other better. Our chosen method this year
was ‘archery tag.’ Think dodge ball, but swap balls with bow and arrows. The teams had a lot of fun, as the photos show.
Contributed by Leigh McIntosh

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au

14

October 2016

LATEST FROM THE
DEFENCE PROGRAM
Week 9 of last term saw our first NAVY v Teachers “just for fun” basketball game.
Enthusiasm soared as our ADF students prepared for the challenge … it may only
have been a ‘friendly’, but competition ran high!
On game day the energy was electric and crowds quickly formed as the whole school community came together to
support this event and cheer for their favourite team. Who would win.. team NAVY or the BALDIVIS BOOMERS?
Despite some amazing demonstration of skill from our ADF students and some wonderful teamwork across all year
groups, we weren’t able to get the win but, in the end, it didn’t matter. What mattered was that we all came together
as a team.
Cheer leading loudly from the sidelines (I’m much better at this than actually playing!), it was impossible not to feel
both super proud of our ADF students and grateful to be part of such a supportive whole school team whose efforts
to work alongside me are hugely appreciated, and enabled this event to come to fruition and run as smoothly as it did.
An example of collaborative working at its best.

Special thanks to:
• ALL ADF students who participated - Aiden Demarco (coach), Joshua Smogavec and Alyssa Smogavec (umpires)
• Leigh Macintosh/Youth Worker (and star of the sound system!)
• Shaun Atto, Matthew Adams, James Sammut and all the HPE crew involved (Baldivis Boomers)
Contributed by Angela Cowgill I Defence Transition Mentor

Farewells
We say goodbye and good
luck to ADF student James
Chamberlain, Year 10, who
leaves BSC for new adventures
in Darwin. We will miss you
Bud. Keep in touch.

Achievements

Congratulations
to
ADF
students CJ BERTONCIN and
KAYLA GILL, whose team ‘The
Settlers Mockingjays,’ beat the
Warnbro Devils to win U13’s
girls netball B division grand
final held at Mike Barnett
Sports Complex in Week 9 of
last term.

Birthday Wishes

Jack Dennis turns 16 on 19
October.

www.baldivissc.wa.edu.au
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COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSES
Baldivis Secondary College now has two Community Health Nurses, Dani-elle
Workman and Tracy Briant.
The nurses are available on Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays and alternate Tuesdays in the Health Centre, where students
can drop in or make appointments to discuss health and wellbeing issues.
Community Health Nurses are skilled in assessing adolescent health needs, and frequently engage in health counselling
with young people to identify issues, risks and protective factors, provide advice, provide brief intervention, assist with
access and referral to other services, and provide follow-up care. Some issues we can help with include anxiety, stress,
depression or low mood, relationship problems, sexual health, nutrition, lifestyle and health behaviours.
Young people may independently seek assistance from a Community Health Nurse, but can be referred by parents,
teachers or Student Services teams. If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us.
Contributed by Tracy Briant I Community Health Nurse

P&C NEWS
Thank you

I would like to thank the parents who helped out at our annual fundraising event at Bunnings.
The weather held off and we sold 720 sausages. We made a nice profit.
Thank you to the Spud Shed for donating 40kg of onions.
The next P&C meetings will be held on Tuesday, 1st November and 29th November at 6:30pm, in the College boardroom.
Everyone is welcome!
Contributed by Tracy Gschwendtner I P&C President
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