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Hello to the Baldivis 
Secondary College Community 
We are fast approaching the end of Term 1. There have been a 
number of activities and events that have already taken place, 
with more to come before the close of this term. Thank you 
to the parents and caregivers that were able to attend our 

recent Year 7 and Year 11 Parent/Teacher Evening. It was terrific to see our parents 
attend and take the opportunity to discuss with their child’s teachers how they have 
transitioned into high school or senior school. It was also pleasing to meet with Year 
7 parents at the parent sausage sizzle. At Baldivis SC we are very keen to build as 
strong and positive a partnership as possible between the college and its staff. It 
is through these partnerships that we can create the most positive and productive 
learning journey for our students.
The OLNA (Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment) testing for Semester 1 has 
now been completed. The successful completion of this assessment fulfils the Literacy 
and Numeracy requirement for WACE (Western Australian Certificate of Education). 
Students who reach Band 8 in Reading, Writing and Numeracy components of NAPLAN 
(National Assessment Program-Literacy and Numeracy) in Year 9 are considered pre-
qualified and are not required to sit the OLNA. This illustrates the importance of 
doing as well as students can in their NAPLAN tests. 
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that students are already learning 
through the school curriculum. Teachers will ensure that students are familiar with 
the test formats and will provide appropriate support and guidance. If you have any 
questions about your child’s preparation for NAPLAN, you are encouraged to make a 
time to speak with their teacher.
NAPLAN tests are constructed to give students an opportunity to demonstrate skills 
they have learned over time through the school curriculum. The 2018 NAPLAN testing 
will commence in mid-May this year. Parents can assist their child by encouraging 
them to take the NAPLAN testing seriously and to do their very best. Starting now 
and leading up to the testing period, students should be encouraged to practice their 
reading and mathematics skills, as well as writing as much as possible. Students are 
engaging in writing in most of their classes each lesson. There has been a great deal 
of work in preparing students through writing exercises.
Please enjoy the newsletter and the array of activities our students continue to be 
involved in.
Kind regards  Keith Svendsen  I  Principal

Coming 
EvEnts

March 2018
19-29 OLNA Testing
27 Parent Coffee Club
28 Year 11 ATAR EES Field Trip
 WISE Women Showcase Excursion at  
 Murdoch  University
29 Year 11 General Geography Point Peron   
 Field Trip
 Year 12 Local Ecosystem Field Trip 
30-3 Easter Break
 
April 2018
5 Year 10 RAC B Street Smart Excursion
 Year 11 Art Excursion
6 Bushrangers Cadets Induction Excursion
11 ANZAC Commemorative Assembly
12 Green Team Leadership Training Day
13 Last Day of Term One
14-29 School Holidays
30 Pupil Free Day
 
May 2018
1 Term Two Commences
2 Keys For Life Parent information Session
3 Year 9 Upcycle Art Project Excursion
 Year 11 Outdoor Education Abseiling   
 Excursion (Group Two)
 Year 10 & 11 ADF Visit 
4 Netball Cup Carnival
 Sports Science Excursion to Murdoch   
 University
21-1 Year 12 Exams
28-1 Year 7 Camp
 
 
Dates to Remember 
 
Easter Break
Good Friday, 30 March 2018
Easter Sunday, 1 April 2018 
Easter Monday, 2 April 2018
Easter Tuesday, 3 April 2018
(Please take note students return, Wednesday 4 April 2018)
 
Last Day Term 2 - Friday, 29 June 2018
 
School Development Days
Monday, 16 July 2018
Tuesday, 17 July 2018 

Term Three Commences - Wednesday, 18 July 2018
Last Day Term Three - Friday, 21 September 2018 

Term Four Commences - Monday, 8 October 2018
Last Day for 2018 - Thursday, 13 December 2018
 
Last Day for 2018
Thursday, 13 December 2018

http://www.baldivissc.wa.edu.
au/coming-events/
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LoWEr sChooL 
visuaL art

YEar 8 gEnEraL arts

Students in Year 9 Visual Arts have been learning  
about styles and movements in modern art.   
They have shown their understanding of Art Nouveau through delicate, watercolour 
figure paintings, which are on display in the front office. 

Art Nouveau is a turn of the century style originating in France, which shows the 
value people placed on nature and how they used it to decorate their rapidly growing 
industrialised cities. Female figures were predominately used as an embodiment of a 
season, and the style influenced all areas of artistry from architecture to jewellery to 
furniture design. 

Lower school art students have been learning some ceramic skills and making some 
practical art… some planters (pot plant pots) but to make it interesting adding some 
pop cultural references – Groot from Marvel’s space opera Guardians of the Galaxy. 
Students learned the slab rolling technique for the construction and added some details 
and textures. Once fired, they’ll be painted and each student will add soil and plant an 
herb in the head. 

Caen Newland  I  Arts Teacher

Year of the Dog 
Year 8 students in Ms Henderson’s General Arts classes have been learning about 
the Lunar New Year and working on some projects to celebrate the Year of the Dog. 

To begin, students read the Chinese Zodiac Race and learnt how each of the 12 
animals won their place in the calendar. They then used Adobe Photoshop to create 
a dog collage inspired by the work of artist Laura Yager, with bright colours and 
interesting patterns. They learnt how to use a variety of tools in Photoshop to create 
their collages.

Year 8s then heard about the importance of puppets 
in Chinese culture and have been working on 

creating their own moving dog puppet. 

Ms Kimberley Henderson  I  Arts Teacher

Connor Anderson, Madison 
Dunne, Ciara Heaton
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YEar 7 arts
Artist Trading Cards  
Year 7 students in Ms Henderson’s Visual Arts class have 
been participating in an Artist Trading Cards program this 
term. Over 5000 children from around the world have been 
invited to create a small 12x8cm self-portrait.

When complete, the cards will be sent away to appear in 
an exhibition with all the other 5000 portrait trading cards. 
After the exhibition, students’ cards are sent to a buddy 
school in another country, and in return our students will 
receive back a set of cards from that school. 

The concept behind the trading cards program is to connect 
children from all over the world through art. 

The exhibition will be held in Perth over a week in May this year. 

Ms Kimberley Henderson  I  Art Teacher
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Drama Drama Drama! 

In Week 4, Year 7-10 Drama students had the opportunity to engage in an 
interactive theatre show, presented by the Theatre Response Group.    
Each show consisted of a 20-minute performance, followed by a discussion and workshop on the various scenes 
in the show. Students were able to go on stage and perform with the actors. Year 7 and 8 students saw a show 
based on bullying, and the Year 9 and 10 students saw a show based on domestic violence. Both shows equipped 
students with strategies to help deal with these types of situations should they ever arise. 

Here’s what some students had to say:

“I believe the vision of the show was to portray how easy it is to fall into an unhealthy domestic situation. I highly 
recommend watching ‘Control Freak’, as it was so moving for such a simple production”. –Riley, Year 10

“The show was really powerful, to think that this happens in the real world really hits home”. – CJ, Year 10

“I went to see the Theatre Response Group perform a remount of their show ‘Isolation’. The show is about bullying, 
and how you can be there and help someone going through a tough time”. –Cheyenne, Year 9

“The acting was AMAZING!! It felt like it was actually happening. Overall, I think the play is worth seeing because it 
is informative, fun to interact and I genuinely enjoyed it”. –Abbi, Year 9

We will definitely be welcoming the Theatre Response Group back!

Mrs Botha  I  Drama Teacher
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ExCursion to BELLs rapiDs 
On 8 March, 17 of our Year 12 ATAR 
students headed north to Bells Rapids Park 
in Brigadoon as part of their Earth and 
Environmental Science studies.   
As part of the day’s field work, students worked with Jo 
and Cecily from Earth Science WA to examine and map the 
geology of the area and discuss issues such as salinity on 
river health. A simulation of potential alluvial gold in the river 
was worked through to determine the likelihood of finding 
a gold resource. The Avon River rapids were still flowing 
fast after unseasonal rain, so the area looked pretty and we 
enjoyed our day learning and exploring. 

Jo Tregonning  I  Science Teacher

(Due to the nature of this excursion students were permitted 
to wear leggings)
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YEar 12 human BioLogY

Our Year 12 Human Biology classes dissected a 
sheep brain.     
They were able to locate all of the structures of the brain that you can only 
see in a cross-section, such as the corpus collosum, pituitary gland, pons 
and ventricle, as well as the location of the grey and white matter. It was 
great to see them so enthusiastic and interested in learning as much as 
they could about the structure of the brain. Well done, guys!

Ms Jess Truss  I  Science Teacher
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sEnsorY room
Towards the end of 2017 our Sensory 
Room was given a much needed make 
over.   
Year 10 Art students, Keshav Naicker, Neha Raja, Aiden 
Demarco, Jacsinta Rayner and Coco Liu, created a design 
that brightened the room as well as being calming. With 
our remaining budget for the year we purchased some new 
furniture for the space as well. 

Our Sensory Room now has three areas for students. Our 
quiet reading or music area with the mural. A tactile area 
with board games, mindful colouring, kinetic sand and other 
tactile objects, and a stretching and exercise area with a 
bike, trampette and exercise balls. When students with 
special needs need a break from the academic day, they 
are taken for short or longer periods of time, depending on 
their individual needs. This helps our students concentrate 
on learning and cope with the social and emotional needs of 
being around such a large cohort of students for many hours 
at a time.

Our Sensory Room is used most periods of the day and is a 
very valuable part of our inclusive program.

Ms Leisa Hansen  I  Curriculum Support Manager
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on vEt

Welcome back to ‘Eyes on VET’ for 2018 and regular updates on what is taking 
place in the VET Program at Baldivis SC.
Our 2018 VET students have had a busy and exciting start to the year, and it’s actually hard to believe we are nearing 
the end of Term 1.

The Year 11 students completed a Work Readiness Program in order to be ready to commence their work placements 
in Week 3.  This included an Induction Day at The Cruising Yacht Club of WA in Rockingham, where students had the 
opportunity to meet with a variety of people from a range of industry areas, as well as hear the success stories from 
some of our past Year 12 students. Students were given excellent advice on career choices and pathways, and all 
speakers were really pleased that they could be a part of this event. Along with beautiful views from the venue, we were 
spoilt with delicious food as well.

So far, students seem to have really enjoyed their first term at their placements. Some students have also gained places 
in Certificate courses off campus at TAFE or have gained School-Based Traineeships and are off to a great start to 
following their dreams.

Congratulations to our VET students who are already showing persistence and a determination to succeed! 

Please keep your ‘Eyes on VET’ in the section of the Senior School newsletter at the end of each term to see what our 
VET students are up to and to see some great photos of our students at their workplace, which will start to appear next 
term.

I hope you enjoy the updates below from  
teachers delivering Certificate courses at the  
College. 

Best wishes

Melinda Simich  I  VET Manager

Interactions with the Guest Speaker Guest Speaker addresses the students about 
presentation at the workplace

Interaction with the Guest Speaker

Guest Speaker Panel
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...to Taylah Gilchrist, who gained a School Based 
Traineeship (SBT) with Rebound, completing a Certificate III 
in Business

…to Kayla Bosworth, who recently gained a SBT with 
McDonald’s, where she will complete a Certificate III in 
Retail.

…Jamie Birkin, Zane Jonker and Benjamin Yardley who 
gained places at Gilmore College’s new Peron Training 
Centre, where students complete a Certificate II in Process 
Plant Operations, with entry level training using state of the 
art processing facilities.

…Kelly Wheeler on her official start as a School Based 
Trainee at KIC.

Sport Coaching
On display in full uniform, the Year 11 Certificate II in Sport Coaching students 
are photographed in action. Coaches for the day, Jade Fawcett and Holly Mills, 
did an excellent job coaching the group about the fundamentals of Netball. 
They then separated the group into teams and coordinated some gameplay. 
The Sport Coaching group has started the year with the highest standards of 
organisation ready for the workplace. As a team, we have established a start-
up routine for both theory and practical sessions and incorporated the routine 
into our social contract. The Sport Coaching class understands the importance 
of setting an example for our younger cohorts and have excelled in this role so 
far in 2018. Well Done, Sport Coaching Year 11s!

Mr Shaun Atto  I  HPE Teacher 

to...

Hospitality
Our Year 11 Hospitality students catered for the Year 12 Advanced Standing Breakfast on 28 February. Their 
professionalism and standards of services were noticed and commended throughout the function. Along with making 
students proud of their achievements, the function is an official requirement for the practical criteria of their ‘Use 
Hospitality Skills Effectively’ unit of competency. Well done to the team who did an amazing job.

2018 KIC Business Trainees - Kelly Wheeler on the far right

Year 11 Sport Coaching Class

on vEt
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Year 11 Students are currently exploring the differences with Raw vs Processed foods. Our Hospitality students 
designed and created a mouth-watering Raw Buffet which was enjoyed and devoured by our budding chefs.

An apprentice Chef from the Hospitality Group Training Ambassador Program visited our Year 11s earlier in the term, 
providing a demonstration of an industry standard menu item. This demonstration was a fantastic opportunity for our 
students and they gained a lot of knowledge about what is current in the hospitality industry.

The Baldivis Bean Year 12 Hospitality students have 
started the year with a bang… serving students and staff 
an array of delectable beverages and delights. Staff and 
students are all very lucky to be spoilt at the College!

on vEt

Ms Simich being served a lovely hot cup of hot chocolate by 
Hospitality students
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on vEt

Construction Pathways
Both Year 11 and 12 Construction students have been extremely busy for the start of Term 1 with a selection of 
practical tasks and associated theory.  The Year 11s are currently working through the unit, Apply Basic Levelling 
Procedures, and in doing so, have demonstrated the use of a variety of devices and techniques in the field.  
Examples include the Automatic Level (Dumpy), Electronic Laser Level, Water Level, Spirit and Line level.

The Year 12s, however, are working towards the completion of their carpentry units.  Their first task for the year is a 
Saw Horse, and a project that requires the predominant use of hand tools. In comparison, the second task of a Dog 
Kennel focuses on the use of power tools, including a selection of electrical, battery and pneumatic equipment. 
The students are to complete this project by working in small groups. They work with a variety of timber types 
and sheet metal to construct a stud framed structure, which will be clad with timber lining, then painted.  It’s 
certainly been a positive and productive start to the year, and I am looking forward to seeing the final products for 
individual and group tasks.

Mr Entwistle  I   D and T Teacher

Automatic Level - Riccardo Simon

Dog Kennel - Tyson Hankinson and Dakota Woods

Group Levelling - Conner Montgomery, Connor Frankombe &  
Jason Mackie

Saw Horse - Hayden Seisun
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YEar 7  
anCiEnt historY ExCursion
On 27 February, all the Year 7s went on an excursion to the Baldivis Children’s 
Forest to learn about Aboriginal culture, gain an understanding of the connection 
that the Nyoongar people have to the land, and also learnt about Maori language.    

The Year 7s had a fantastic day and they all wished they could have spent more time at the forest. For many 
of them, it was the first time they had ever been to the forest. Here are some of their reflections about their 
experiences there:

I enjoyed getting to spend the day with my friends, learning about Aboriginal language, discovering Aboriginal 
names for native animals and learning about the dancing that the Aboriginal people do. 
Jack Cornhill – Student

I liked learning how to make the different tools that the Aboriginal people used. We got to make a mini axe! I liked 
how the Indigenous people used their bowl as a map. I learnt how to cook an emu egg and how to use natural 
items to make tools. 
Phem Yosang – Student

I learnt from the Nyoongar elder telling us stories about the creation and how the land came here. I liked that we 
got to spend the day with friends and learn some songs about animals, and we sang along too! 
Gabriel Esrolon – Student

I enjoyed that I was in the group with my friends (Makuru). I also enjoyed  
that one of the elders showed us how to make little axes and he showed  
us the emu on the stick. I learned how to say ‘Hi’ in Maori. 
I liked everything we did on the excursion. 
Khalil Alimorong – Student

I learned that the stories were passed down through 
oral traditions for the people to learn about their  
history. I also learned that they used leaves  
for swatting flies. I had a great time. 
Rhadi Pat – Student

Natasha Bolt  I  HASS Teacher 
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YEar 8 point pEron ExCursion
On Friday, 9 March, the Year 8 students went 
to their Point Peron excursion and had an 
amazing day learning all about the landscape 
of Point Peron, discovering how old the 
area is by looking at the rocks, working as a 
team in the Ping Pong Trench Challenge and 
taking some amazing photos.   
I really enjoyed doing the photo challenge with Ms Johnson and 
Mr Ward, where we had to go through and take a certain amount 
of photos in a timeframe. The challenges were to take the funniest 
photo, a photo of your reflection in an unusual place, something 
with the letter “Z”, so I took a picture of my friend Zhy.  We also 
had a to take a photo of the letter H. We had to take a picture 
of an eye, a bright light, something round, something red, an 
interesting view of the sky, and a relaxing place.

The Ping Pong Trench Challenge was heaps of fun. We had to 
work in groups of 6 to get a ping pong ball from one end to 
another without touching it, letting it drop or moving the pipes 
while the ball was in it. Our group won! At the end, we did silly 
salmon in the water, where we did front flips and backflips.

For HASS, we did field sketching to look at the area and 
identified all the different landforms within the coastal 
landscape, and completed a scavenger hunt to see all the ways 
humans are impacting Point Peron. 

For Science, we got to look at the different types of rocks that 
make up Point Peron. We discovered that it was all made up of 
limestone rocks and they had been formed over a 60 000 year 
time period. It was so much older than I thought it would be. 

It was an awesome day and I had heaps of fun spending the 
day with friends. I would do it all over again.

Jude Dueman  I  Student
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BushrangEr CaDEts
Bushrangers Out and About   
The Baldivis Bushranger Cadets have been very busy this term 
out in the community. You may have seen them in their green 
shirts throughout the Rivergum’s area or around the foreshore 
in Rockingham, doing their part for the local environment. 

For Clean Up Australia Day, Bushrangers headed out to the 
areas surrounding Baldivis Secondary College to pick up 
rubbish from the streets, parks and waterways. Cadets spent 
two hours collecting litter, with some groups managing to fill 
three wheelie bins from just a small area of parkland. 

Most of what they picked up could have been recycled. Thanks 
to our cadets, the rubbish didn’t manage to make its way into 
any of our lakes or ponds, where it could pollute the water and 
have a potentially negative effect on the local wildlife. 

The cadets also headed out to Mersey Point, where they 
worked alongside Coastcare and the Shire of Rockingham 
to remove the invasive South African weed, Tetragonia, from 
the dunes. The introduced weed grows quickly and smothers 
the native plants. Later in the year, cadets will head back to 
Mersey Point to assist in the revegetation projects that will be 
happening in the areas cleared of Tetragonia. 

Ms Kimberley Henderson


